[Renal manifestations in rheumatic diseases].
Inflammatory rheumatic diseases other than systemic vasculitides and systemic lupus erythematosus are frequently associated with renal abnormalities, which are clinically less apparent due to the subtle course and the often only moderate impairment of renal function. These abnormalities include vascular, glomerular and tubulointerstitial changes. Renal manifestations in the course of rheumatoid arthritis influence the prognosis of the disease. Renal involvement due to AA amyloidosis following long-standing inflammatory joint disease can lead slowly, over years, to end-stage renal disease. A scleroderma renal crisis in the course of systemic sclerosis can potentially result in end-stage renal disease within days. The differential diagnosis of renal abnormalities in a rheumatic patient should include drug induced renal impairment as well as infection.